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State of Iowa 

Signature Requirements for U.S. Senator 

June 2, 2020, Primary Election 
 

Candidates for United States Senator must collect signatures on nomination petitions. The number of 
signatures needed depends on the candidate's political party affiliation. The signature calculation is based on 
the number of votes cast for the party's candidate for governor in the 2018 General Election. Each petition must 
meet the following requirements (Iowa Code §43.20):           

 

1. Minimum Total Signatures   
 
All candidates are advised to collect more than the required minimum number of signatures. The total 
number of signatures must equal at least 0.5% of the votes cast in Iowa for the party's candidate for 
governor in the 2018 General Election, rounded up to the next whole number:  

 

Democratic Party = 3,155                  Republican Party = 3,337 
                    (630,986 x .005)                                                       (667,275 x .005) 

 

2. Minimum 10 Counties 

 
Signatures for United States Senator candidates must be collected in at least 10 counties. The minimum 
number of signatures that must be collected in each of the 10 counties is equal to 1% of the votes cast for 
party's candidate for governor by the voters of that county in the 2018 General Election, rounded up to the 
next whole number. Each page of the petition may have signatures from only one county. 
 

County 2018 Dem. Votes 
1% = Required 

Signatures 
2018 Rep. Votes 

1% = Required 

Signatures 

Adair 1,167 12 2213 23 

Adams 549 6 1,160 12 

Allamakee 2,165 22 3,326 34 

Appanoose 1,834 19 3,101 32 

Audubon 990 10 1,658 17 

Benton 4,482 45 6,845 69 

Black Hawk 29,259 293 22,786 228 

Boone 5,810 59 6,107 62 

Bremer 4,999 50 6,220 63 

Buchanan 3,865 39 4,400 44 

Buena Vista 2,649 27 3,771 38 

Butler 2,064 21 3,952 40 

Calhoun 1,464 15 2,710 28 

Carroll 3,186 32 5,676 57 

Cass 1,886 19 3,813 39 

Cedar 3,518 36 4,409 45 

Cerro Gordo 9,011 91 9,651 97 

Cherokee 1,715 18 3,327 34 

Chickasaw 2,103 22 3,021 31 

Clarke 1,280 13 2,341 24 

Clay 2,417 25 4,364 44 

Clayton 2,978 30 4,512 46 

Clinton 9,047 91 8,847 89 

Crawford 1,735 18 3,579 36 

County 2018 Dem. Votes 1% = Required 2018 Rep. Votes 1% = Required 
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Signatures Signatures 

Dallas 19,804 199 21,189 212 

Davis 1002 11 2,070 21 

Decatur 1,008 11 1,872 19 

Delaware 2,667 27 4,779 48 

Des Moines 8,038 81 6,827 69 

Dickinson 3,134 32 5,564 56 

Dubuque 21,108 212 20,532 206 

Emmet 1,383 14 2,298 23 

Fayette 3,446 35 4,528 46 

Floyd 2,812 29 3,366 34 

Franklin 1,379 14 2,647 27 

Fremont 992 10 1,956 20 

Greene 1,675 17 2,326 24 

Grundy 1,875 19 3,785 38 

Guthrie 1,738 18 3,169 32 

Hamilton 2,560 26 3,703 38 

Hancock 1,464 15 3,257 33 

Hardin 2,689 27 4,407 45 

Harrison 1,912 20 3,931 40 

Henry 2,996 30 4,284 43 

Howard 1,422 15 2,050 21 

Humboldt 1,200 12 2,797 28 

Ida 713 8 2,196 22 

Iowa 2,966 30 4,499 45 

Jackson 3,582 36 4,744 48 

Jasper 7,234 73 8,377 84 

Jefferson 3,750 38 3,146 32 

Johnson 48,758 488 18,119 182 

Jones 3,650 37 4,752 48 

Keokuk 1,294 13 2,716 28 

Kossuth 2,588 26 4,642 47 

Lee 6,387 64 5,973 60 

Linn 56,767 568 42,449 425 

Louisa 1,469 15 2,288 23 

Lucas 1,172 12 2,335 24 

Lyon 853 9 4,281 43 

Madison 2,739 28 4,754 48 

Mahaska 2,409 25 6,007 61 

Marion 5,249 53 9,479 95 

Marshall 7,095 71 7,243 73 

Mills 2,191 22 3,945 40 

Mitchell 1,704 18 2,711 28 

Monona 1,171 12 2,556 26 

Monroe 1,061 11 2,053 21 

Montgomery 1,220 13 2,648 27 

Muscatine 7,081 71 7,535 76 

O'Brien 1,296 13 4,472 45 
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County 2018 Dem. Votes 
1% = Required 

Signatures 
2018 Rep. Votes 

1% = Required 

Signatures 

Osceola 481 5 1,922 20 

Page 1,839 19 3,702 38 

Palo Alto 1,398 14 2,320 24 

Plymouth 2,717 28 7,941 80 

Pocahontas 962 10 2,091 21 

Polk 120,257 1203 82,473 825 

Pottawattamie 14,234 143 19,036 191 

Poweshiek 3,998 40 4,160 42 

Ringgold 804 9 1,476 15 

Sac 1,253 13 2,965 30 

Scott 35,147 352 32,750 328 

Shelby 1,450 15 3,537 36 

Sioux 1,955 20 12,840 129 

Story 25,155 252 16,535 166 

Tama 3,238 33 3,931 40 

Taylor 759 8 1,632 17 

Union 1,835 19 2,949 30 

Van Buren 839 9 2,026 21 

Wapello 5,480 55 6,313 64 

Warren 10,942 110 12,801 129 

Washington 3,746 38 5,189 52 

Wayne 722 8 1,624 17 

Webster 6,132 62 7,727 78 

Winnebago 1,788 18 2,726 28 

Winneshiek 4,785 48 4,841 49 

Woodbury 15,024 151 19,630 197 

Worth 1,382 14 2,043 21 

Wright 1,788 18 3,049 31 

Total 630,986   667,275   

   


